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Rom. VI. 23. 


For the Wages of Sin is Death, but the Gift of 
God is Eternal Life, through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. | 
HE Apoſtle in the Verſes before, had been ſhewing 
what a vaſt Difference there is between the Service 
of God, and the Service of Sin; the Service of Goc 
is every way gainful and beneficial to us, the Ser 
vice of Sin is hurtful and deſtructive to us: For the Wages o 
Ur is Death, but the Gift of God is Eternal Life. So that here 
Ive have Infinite Miſery, and Infinite Mercy cloſely meeting to 
Igether; Infinite Mitery in the Firſt Clauſe of the Text, Th 
Wages of Sin is Death; Tufinite Mercy in the Second, The Gi 
of God is Eternal Life : The one is by Nature fully and perfect 
ly deſerved by us, the other by the Rich Grace of God is freel 
beſtowed upon us. I ſhall ſpeak to the Words, Firſt, by wa 
of Explication, and then by way of Obſervation. Firit fe 
IExplication, I ſhall enquire what is meant by Sin, and then wha 
is meant by Death, As for Sin, the Apoltle lays down a plat 
and comprehenſive Definition of it, 1 John 3. 4. Sin is the Tran 
greſſion of the Law: For as the formal Nature of Duty lies 
a conformity to the Law, ſo the formal Nature of Sin hes 
the Tranlgreſſion of the Law : Every Sin brings a double Gui 
as School-men commonly diſtinguiſh, rears ſimplex, & reat 
redundans in perſonam; reatus fomplex, is the deſert of Puni 
ment, which inſeparably cleaves to every ſinful Action : rear 
redundans in perſonam, is when this is actually charged upon ri 
Perſon that has committed it ſo as to condemn him. In this |: 
ter Senſe, Believers are free from Sin; for though their Act 
bus may deſerve condemnation, as much as the Sins of ot 


Men, yet their Perſons ſhall not be condemned, becauſe rhe f 
42 : A 2 | tisfacti 
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Th 


\| tisfaction which Chriſt has made to Divine Juſtice, inter; vi 8 
between the Wrath of God and their guilty Souls, Rom. 8. ent 3 


|: Therc is therefore now no Condemnation to them that are in Chri uit 
Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. By Deal 2. 8 
|| There underſtand both Temporal and Eternal. Temporal Deat! na] 


| lieth in a Separation of the Soul from the Body, Eternal Deatl;c,-.q 
lieth in the Separation both of Soul and Body, from the favour hoſt 
ble preſence of God for ever. But can it agree with the Juſtic Ma, 
of God Eternally to puniſh thoſe Sins that are committed with 
in the ſhort Compals of this Life, with Eternal Death? T. 
that I anſwer, every Sin is committed againſt a God of Infinit, 
| Majeſty and Glory, and therefore deſerves ſuch a Puniſhmen 
as may be Infinite in duration. 00+ 24-77 F n 

| | 2aly. If Sinners were to live for ever, they would ſin for ever 
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if they be never weary of ſinning, why ſhould the hand of Diſk 
vine Juſtice be weary in puniſhing ? 2 
Zaly. They that live under the preaching of the Goſpel, def 
ſpite Eternal Life, and therefore molt juſtly indure the Tor 
ments of Eternal Death. | nd th 
The Words being thus Explained, I ſhall raiſe this point o rough 
Doctrinal Obſervation from them; Thar, Death is the Wages offy,, j } 
Sin; not this or that grols ſcandalous Sin, but any Sin, ever 
Sin, the leaſt violation of the Divine Law, deſerves both Tem 
poral and Eternal Death. It muſt be granted, the Apoſtle Joh 
mentions a Sin not unto Death, John 1. Epiſ. 5. 16. but that is tc 
be underſtood only in relation to the Iſſue or Event, not it 
Merit or Deſert; every Sin deſerves Death, but every Sin doe och 
not unavoidably conclude in Death; that is proper to the un * A 
pardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. And for the proof ogfthe | 
the Point, on u 
,. Original Sin deſerves Death, though that was never perf 47% 
ſonally committed by us, but only made ours by Imputation ſhirry 
yet the Apoſtle faith expreſly, Rom. 5. 14- Nevertheleſs, Deatſſindlec 
-eigned from Adam to Moles, even over them which had not Sinſſehan 
ꝛed after the Similitude of Adams Tranſgreſſion : That is, oveſhhich | 
-nfants which have not the exerciſe of Reaſon, were not irie 
capacity to commit an Actual Sin. How comes it to pals tha hat e 
he Birth and Burial of little Children meet ſo cloſe together t upa 
They are Innocent and Free from any Perſonal Sin of their owni}ars 
et as liable co the Stroke of Death as chole of riper Years: hwnf; 
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(5) 
vietain demonſtration, that the Sin of Adam (the common Pa- 
ent and Repreſentative of Mankind) in Eating the forbidden 
Fruit, is imputed to his whole Poſterity. __ | 
ay 2. Sinful Thoughts deſerve Death. Many judge that Sin very 
amal! which ſtops in the Thoughts, not breaking forth into any 
-A'Viforderly Speech or Action; bur fee the Judgment of the Holy 
Ara Phoſt concerning it, Gen. 6, 5. And God ſam that the wickedneſs 
tic Man was great in the Earth, and that every imagination of the 
ich Thoughts of his Heart was cvil continually, And they are the 
words of Simon Peter to- Simon Magus, Acts 8, 22. who 
uS:ought that the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt might be procured for 
KIYoney ; KRepent of this thy wickedneſs, and pray God if perad ven- 
ure the thong he of thy Heart may be forgiven thee, Jer.” 4. 14. 
er ph! Feruſalem waſh thy Heart from Wickedneſs that thou mayſt be 
Di ved. What Sin lay at the heart of Feruſalem to hinder her ſal- 
ation? The Words following tell us, how long ſhall vain 
deFhoughts lodge within thee ? | pg Rey 
[or 3aly. Idle Words deſerve Death. Chriſt who is to be Judge, 
nd therefore knows what black Bills of Indirement ſhall be 
I Fought againſt us, he aſſures us, Matth. 12. 36. For every Idle 
rd that Men ſhall ſpeak, they muſt give an Account at the laſt 
VerÞay.;, And as Chamnitizs informs us, that is au idle word, quod. 
e mſque dicentis aut audientis utilitate profertur;, and Jerome to the 
Joh ame purpole, quod non edificat audientes vertitur in periculum lo- 
1s t entis; that which does not edifie the hearer, turns to the dan- 
't Ur of the Speaker: What cauſe have we then to pray as David 
Forth, Lord ſet a watch before the door of my Lips, that I may not 
Uunſfend with my Tongue; that the Tongue, that unbridled Member 
of off the Body, ſo full of deadly Poyſon, may not bring deſtruction 
pon us. | 4 a | 2 | 
Per 4thly. Gainful Sins will bring Death. What did Judas gain b 
100 Thirty Pieces of Silver, the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, whic 
eaindled a Hell of raging deſpair in kis Conſcience? What di 
Sin chan get by that Wedge of Gold, and Babiloniſh Garment 
ovefhich contrary to Gods command he took our of the Spoils o 
Dt Mericho? Nothing, but the Ruine both of Himſelf and Famil 
thaY hat did Feroboam get by thoſe two Golden Calves, which h 
her t up at Dan and Bethel? he thought that they were the chi 
n llars to uphold his Kingdom; but they procured the utc 
5: Ponfall of it; In a Word, what is a. Man profited though h 
plal Sis * coul 


l (6) 2 
ould gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul, or waat 
ſhall a Man give in Exchange for his Soul. | 8 

\ gthly, Sins that bribe us with hopes of Pleafure, deſerve 
Death. The Delights of the Fleſh, though ſhort and momen- 
tary, make way for Eternal Miſery ; Dives while he was upon 
the Earth, could ſwim in Wine, and ſhine in Purple; but after 
Death, he had not ſo much as a drop of Water to cool the tip 
of his Tongue. - | Dur o 
| 6thly. Little Sins deſerve Death. | | Jur © 


(1,) Becauſe little Sins allowed of and delighted in, may faith 
make way for greater, nemo repente fait turpiſſimus; tis by in- ue 
enſible Winding-Steps and Stairs that Men come to the heightFtis Si 
of Wicke dneſs. The leaſt Sin is too big, and too bad, to lodgeſhthers 
in that Heart that is devoted io the Service of Chrift ; he thatſhad as 
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allows himſelf in the leaſt Sin, knows not how ſoon he may beſjce u 
tempted to commit the greateſt, SS 2 
| (2.) Little Sins, if ever they be pardoned, muſi coſt thaſther t 


retious Blood of Chriſt, the leaſt drop of which is more wort 
han the whole Frame of Heaven and Earth. 

(3.) Little Sins may indanger the Life of the Soul as well as 
reater; the Life of a Man may be taken away by a Piſtol-Bul he th: 
et, as ſoon as that which comes from the mouth of a thundringgering 
Cannon; and a Thruſt with a Bodkin may prove as mortal, atorch 
that Wound which is made with the largeſt Sword. ain f 
(A.) Sins that are counted little, whar they want in Bulihn, if 
and Magnitude, may be made up in Number and Multitudefy ven 
znany {mall Sands may ſwallow up the talleſt Ship by Sea; anhey ſſ 
many Sparks of Fire may burn down the largeſt Houſe by“Landfgainff 
. 7thly, Secret Sins deſerve Death. I wonder why any Atheiſſſis Sp, 
Thould ask where God is, ſince none can aſſign the Place wherfy, he 
me is not; he is every where preſent by his Effence, and provifyhich 
vs working, in regard of whoſe Eye every Man has fentroug] 
Fratum pettus, a Chriftaline tranſparent boſom, where nothinfarem 
an be hidden or concealed; he is as well acquainted with thÞpon t 
jnoſt private retired Cloſer, as the open and publick Theatr 10 
Tis all one to him whether thou commit a Sin at Midnight, Momm 


: Noon-day : What will ir avail a Malefactor to hide hiſto Go 


ales, 
onve; 
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Zrimes from his fellow Priſoners, when they are known to hÞork | 
Judge? Thoſe Sins that are now contrived with the greateſt Sor pe 
frecy ar the Day of Judgment, ſhall be laid open in the fighForr, : 
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tat pf Men and Angels; when the Secrets of all hearts ſhall be 
nade manifeſt, and the hidden things of Darkneſs ſhall be 
brought to light. : 

8:hly. It may bring Death to venture upon the appearance of 
Evil. Though it be not a groſs bare-faced Sin, yer if it be but 
ter ale coloratum, if it carry a doubtful ſuſpitious Complexion, 
e muſt Keep at a diſtance from it, and that whether it be ſo in 
dur own Judgment, or in the judgment of others; if it be in 
dur own, we muſt abſtain from ic at our greareſt Peril, for 
ith the Apoſtle, - whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin; whate- | 
r we are not perſwaded concerning the Lawfulneſs of it, 
tis Sin to us if we do it, or if it be ſo only in the Judgment of 
xthers : Paul who was the chief of the Apoſtles, and therefore 
ad as great Authority about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs as any Pre- 
Nate upon Earth can poſſibly have, yet he profeſſes that he would 
either eat Fleſh nor drink Wine while the world ſtands, ra- 
thaſther chan offend the Conſcience of a weak Brother: In many 
ales, we muſt not only conſider what is-lawful, but what is 
onvenient. | 
gthly. To venture on the Occaſions of Sin may deſerve Death. 
He that would not be drowned in the Water muſt not ſtand tot 
rineringi'upon the Brink of the River; and he that would not 
corched by the Flame, muſt avoid the Smoke of Fire. *Tis i 
ain for Men to pray that they may not be lead into Temptati 
Sn, if they wilfully caſt themſelves into the mouth of it; bold 
y venruring into tuch Places and Companies, where they kno 
anghey ſhalt be inticed to it: Heathens may riſe up in Judgmen 
.andgoainit looſe and careleſs Chriſtians ; Scipio Africanus, when i 
hellfiis Spaniſh War he had taken two Virgins of incomparable Beau 
hergy, he ſent them back untouched to thoſe Spaniſh Princes t 
rovifhich they had been eſpouſed, and would not ſuffer them to b 
feneproughr into his Preſence, ne aliquid de virginitatis integritat 
chinsaltem Oculis delibaſe videretur, as the Hittorian Horus gloſſe 
h thppon that Action. 
atrq 1orhly., Sins of Omiſſion deſerve Death, as well as Sins c 
t, Mommiſſion. We mult not only ceaſe to do Evil, but learn t 
e flo Good; We mult not only forbear to work Iniquity, b 
o bpork Righteouſneſs; *rwill not be enough for us to ſay, we 
ſt Sor perſecute the Church of God, but we muſt Comfort, Su 
ſighort, and relieve the Aiflicted Members of Chriſt: Wem 

| 5 5 


d 
| 


proceed ro anſwer ſome Queſtions that may be propoſed con- Men 
ſcerning this Doctrine. And, 


F 7 
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not only forbear to bring forth the Fruits of corrupt Nature, ente 
but we muſt Adorn and Beautifie our Converſation by bringing Ibe be 
forth the Fruits of a Sanctified Renewed Nature: I ſhall now hat 


1 ing 
f. If Death be the Wagks of Sin, how can that agree with — t 
that ſolemn Oath which the Great God of Heaven takes, Exel Hher 
33. 11. Say unto them as I live ſaith the Lord God, I have no Plea. Newa: 
Mare in the death of the Wicked, but that he turn from his way and att 
| th To that I anſwer, God takes no pleaſure in the MiſeryMen 
and Deſtruction of any reaſonable Creature; but yet he doesRiche 
and will take Pleaſure in ſecuring the Reputation of his own anſ\ 
ene Law; as a Judge here upon Earth, though perhapgfthem 


. 


he may Weep, and let fall Tears, when he reads the Sentence, G. 
er Condemnation, upon a poor Malefactor that ſiands tremblingþar. : 
2 mes 
on Rfflic 
2aly. If Death be the Wages of Sin, why does not God byſV ick 
is mighty Power hinder Sin from being committed? and why the 
is there any poſitive Decree about it? To that I anſwer, Godſjideru 
Is {o infiaitely Good, that he would never ſuffer Sin to be, ifſhaxin 
pe did not know how to bring Good our of it; ſometimes hefſpon 
lorifies his Juſtice in puniſhing ir, ſometimes his Mercy in for4reate 


iviog it; always his Wiſdom in oyer-ruling and ſetting dughe gr. 


a the Bar; yet at the ſame time, he may rejoyce that Jultice 
has its courſe, and Law is Executed. | | 


« * As © 1 
: 


 Founds to it: He faith to the Luſt of Men, as he doth io the 57h 
-Fiaging Waves of the Sea, hither to you ſhall come, but no farye favi 


£7; as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, ſurely the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſeonce 
Ice and the remainder thereof ſhalt thou reſtrain. And as forf 1. 
She Decrees of God, they do not infuſe any vitious quality intq; thei 
he heart of Man, nor do they force any Man to Sin; for ManſVork 
Uns as freely as if there were no Decree, and yet as neceſſary aÞrmec 
| of he had no freedoms God's Decree is ſo far from taking awayject 
5 liberty of Man's Will in ſinning, as that the liberty of Man ripti 
Will in Huning, is the proper Effect of God's Decree, For it if 240% 
of bare Neceſſity, but conſtraining Violence that overthrowheir | 
de Nature of tive Liberty. God (himſelf is infinitely GoodJas ne 
racious, and Mercifpl, yet none will lay he 15 cpm pelied tt od, © 
- 34ly. If Death be the Wageß of Sip, why deth not God puſey ca 
wall Sin iu this Lite ? Eſpecially when Solomon ſaith, becanſQar th 
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(9) 
re, Wentence againſt an evil Work is not ſpeedily executed, there fore 
ing he heart of the Children of Men is fully ſet in them to do Evil. Toi 
owfhat I anſwer, God doth puniſh ſome Sins in this Life, that 
on · Men may know there is an Eye of watchful Providence obſer- 
ing all their ways, and works; yet he doth not puniſfi all Sing] 
vithfhat they may be confirmed in their belief of Judgment to come? 
Tel. Hhere ſhall be a day of general Aſſizes, when every one ſhall be! 
{ea-Fewarded according to his Wok. 
andy 4thly. If Death be the Wages of Sin, why are ſome wicked! 
eryſ{en not only ſpared, but ſuffered to grow Great, heap up 
loesFRiches, and Flouriſh like ſo many Green Bay-Trees?: To that 
>wnf anſwer, God may do this to win upon their Spirits, and bring! 
1apshem to Repentance, Kom. 2. 4. Or deſpiſeſt thou the Riches f 
-nceſis Goodneſs, and Farbearance, and ' Long-ſuffering, not knowing 
lingþat. the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to Repentance. And ſome- 
ticehmesGod dorh this that they may be Inſtruments to Scourge and 
fflict his Church, ſometimes to diſcover their monſtrous 
d by icxedneſs to the World : Seneca ſpeaking about Caligula, one 
Whyßf the worſt of the Heathen Emperors, he ſaith of him, hune 
Godſidetur Natura edidiſſe, ut oſtenderet, quid maxima Vitia in 
e, iſſiaxima fortuna pofſent. Nature ſeems therefore to have ſet him 
s heypon the Stage of the World, that ſhe might ſhew what the 
for · ſreateſt Vices can do, when ſtrengthened and encouraged with 


is 


dughe greateſt Abundance of Earthly Richeees. 
» theſſ 57hly. If Death be the Wages: of Sin, how can Elect Infant 

far ſaved? Seeing they cannot Repent nor Believe the Goſpel, 
raiſ concerning this there are three Opinionns. 
s for /t. Some Pelagians of Old, thought that Elect Infants dying 
intq; their Minority, might be Saved for the ſake. of thoſe good 
Man orks which God did foreſee, and know they would have per- 
ry armed in caſe they came to Years of Ripe Diſcretion; but 1 
wayject this as purely Apochriphal, having no Faundation in 
1an'Þripture. "aj "997 h SRU Hin ol 
it i 24ly, There are others who ſay, that Elect Infants dying in 
rowgeir Minority, are ſaved by the Faith'of their Parents; for it 
000Jas never known that Parents were taken into Covenant with 
ed thod, and yet their Children excluded and ſhut out; let al 
e' Adyextaries of Infant Baptiſm produce a contrary Text i 
puſey can. A great lucouragement to all tender hearted- Parent} 
can/Qac they ſhould labour for Aſſurance about their Salvatio 
Al fig tle guid £0 off eee 29 Gets ganenell 


(109 


that not only themſelves, but all their little ones dying in the ſenet 


: 
* 
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State of Minority, may have the Benefit. | kme. 
34%. There are others which think Elect Infants may be ſaved in, t 
| by their own Faith; and this Opinion I am moſt inclined to im- ana 
race : For if Infants as ſoon as ever they are born, may be de- 470 
nominated Rational Creatures, though they have not the Exer tice 
ſei of Reaſon, why may they not be counted Believers, al. lions 


| he Sm they cannot have the exerciſe of Faith? we know that 
h 


2 4 
the Sin of the firſt Adam is imputed to them, though they dop ill c 
not underſtand the Covenant of Works; why then may not the 5 / 
Righteouſneſs of the Second Adam be imputed to them, thoughſoms: 
they do not underſtand the Way and Work of Mans Redempti. huſe 
vn? Beſides if you look into the 18. Chap. of St. Mat. Chriſt callſtnt C 
Ts little Child and ſets him in the midſt of his Diſciples, and ſaitiiſ our 
— that is Wrongs, Abuſes, or offers Violencens | 
o ont of zbefe little Ones, that believe on me, it were better fotfriend 
pn that a Milſtont were hanged about his Neck, and he were dronow e 
fred in the bottom of the Sea. And a few Verſes after he adds, Daounc 
;:paſe not one of theſe, for I ſay unto you, their, Angels always befake | 
gold the Face of my Father which is in Heauen. And now I ſhall 62/0 
Broceed to make Application of the Doctrine. pPuyve it 
1ſt. If Death be the Wages of Sin, then what will become om to 
Whole that make a mock. of Sin? Such dance as it were upon rh@uch a 


Brink of the Bottomleſs Pit, and play with the unquenchable ls, ſ- 


ire of Gods conſuming Wrath. They that thus make a mock ofte M 
in, God threatens, he will laugh at their Calamity and mort ;, 
| 7 en their Fear cometh, when their Fear cometh as a deſolation, andſeir 1 
2 deſtruction as a Whirlwind. Prov. 1. 26. iure the 
11 0 If che Wages of Sin be Death, then let none ſtand ufs; Z 
J juſtifie Sin, or plead its cauſe: Seneca ſaith, Nulli anquam viſveretl 
o patronus defuit; there is no Vice fo black and hainous, bupve nc 
Jo: will undertake the defence of it. It is very ſad, when ii 7thly 
lead of repenting of Sin, and humbling themſelves for jr, anfanted 
degging for pardoning Mercy, Men ſhall ſtand up in the deareſt 
hence of it, and make Apologies for it. | ly ſv 
J 3dly. If Death be the Wages of Sin, then bleſs God when ꝗ confir 
Ya hinder thee from the commiſiion of it. Thoſe Parenty 17. 


Hiniſters, or Maſters that hinder thee from Sin, look upon thefouds 
Cs, thy greateſt Friends; do not fret or Storm againſt Reprooſ il of $ 
\">nſidering that of Solomon, he that being often reproved haſÞgrron 
4 2 dene 
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the eneth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be. deſtroyed, and that without 
Fkmedy. Nothing will ripen Men ſooner for Hell and Deſtructi- 
ved in, than a cauſeleſs hatred of Reproof, eſpecially when it. is 
im- Panaged with a Spirit of Love and Meekneſs, _ 1 1 
de- 4rbly. If Death be the Wages of Sin, then tount them that 
er · Ptice thee to Sin as thy greateſt Enemies. They that are compa- 
al· ions in Sin, can expect no other but to be Companions in Miſe- 
hath - And when they come together in the bottemleſs Pit, they, 
dop:ill curſe the Day that they ever ſaw the Faces of one another. 
cheſ St ly. If Death be the Wages of Sin, chofe are the beſt Kings; 
ughſſoms and Commonwealths where Sin is molt ſuppręſſed. What. 
pti-puſe have we then to bleſs God for the Priviledges of our pre- 
oallgnt Government; that Cod hath raiſed ſuch a famous Deba ab 
irh our Iſrael, the Phenix of her Sex, one that upon all Occa- 
enceſons has declared herſelf ſuch an Enemy to Profanęneſs, ſuch. a. 
furiend to all that fear God, and love the peace of Jeruſalem 3 
rom.) earneiily ſhould we pray that God would ſhine upon her, 
'Deouncils, and ſhower down his choiceſt Bleſſings upon her, and. 
; be$ake her Reign proſperous to the End. DN 


ſhall 674). If Death be the Wages of Sin, it is madneſs for any to] 
ve it. Who would hug that Snake in his Boſom that may 1 ing 
ne om to Death ; yet many are Guilty of this; they love Sin as 
n ch$uch as they do the Food that maintains their Body: Wicked- 
1abl&1s, ſaich Zopher, is Sweet iu his Mouth, he hides it as a deli 
ck opre Morſel under his Tongue; he ſpares it, and forſakes it 
mocſot; They love it as much as they do the Drink that quenche 
% anfeir Thirſt 5 Man drinketh down. Iniquity like Water; he 
pre them as much as they do theCloaths that cover their Naked. 
1d us ; David faith, Pride rompaſſeth them as @ Chain, and Violen 
a withuereth them as a Garment : Surely they that thus love Sin, 
„ bupve no love for their own Souls. „ 
en in 7thly. If Death be the Wages of Sin, then let us take it f F 
„ anfanted, that there is more Evil in the lealt Sin, then in th 
ne defeareſt Affliction; and becauſe the generality of Men canno 
ily ſwallow down this Doctrine, I ſhall n 0 Argue 


en ꝗ confirm it. 5 Ad wot 11 2 
ren 1. The Evil of Afflictions is but Temporal, The arch 
theÞouds of outward Trouble are quickly overblown bur, th. 

5roofil of Sin will follow us beyond the abs 


d haf Sorrow to all Eternity. 
dene f | 2aly, Thi 
7 
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„ 2dly. The Evil of Affliction doth but concern the Body; butY for | 
| che Evil of Sin fights againſt the Proſperity of our Souls: Nou tude 
das Soul-Mercies are the greateſt Mercies; ſo Soul-Miſeries arty, 
the greateſt Miſeries: What though the Cabinet be bruiſed, ol mitt 
— U in pieces, yet if the Jewel, the Pretious Diamond thereſthe 1 


| | contained be ſafe, we have abundant cauſe to rejoyce. 81 
3dly. Affliction many times brings us nearer to God, but 

'Sin ſets us at the greateſt diſtance from him : Now 'tis betterlſſc,; 0 
that a Man ſhould be driven to God, theugh it were with a Rodfyhic 
of Iron, then drawn away from him though with a Chain gffievjl 
old: He that departs from God, may toll the Paſſing-Bell to mo 
all his Joy and Comfort. I REY 8 And! 
4thly. God is the Author of Affliction. Is there any Evil .infſtone 
the City, and the Lord hath not done it? But be cannot be th] 97 
Author of Sin. He that is Infinitely, Efſentially, -lmmurablyShhe C 
fand Eternally Good, cannot be the Author of any real Evilfhat v 
Tight muſt not be accuſed as the Parent of Darkueſs, nor Beauſbave 
t 0 ſlande red as the Mother of Deformity : is true, that a 10. 
Erhe Sun may ſhine upon a Dunghill, yer not be defiled, ſo Gofnake: 
may converſe about the ſinful Actions of Men, yet keep his owtfhat h 
EProvidence Pure and Unſpotted ; but as for Sin, Satan thVhen 
Prince of Darkneſs is the Father, and Mans corrupt heart is thfer th 
Mother of all Abominations that are committed upon the Eartlying 
'# 5thly. Under the foreſt Afflictions a Man may be Bleſſed} Thi 
F4#ſpecially when they come upon him for Righteouſneſs ſake ] ſhall 
| Fam. 1. 12. Bleſſed is the Man that indureth Temptation, for mheſud nc 
Abe is tried, he ſhall receive the Crown of Life which Cod hath profcripe, 
y1i/ed to them that love him. But Sin brings a curſe upon a May. jj 
Poul, upon his Body, upon his Eſtate, upon his Children,  attever 
Till that doth belong unto him. a er Be om tl 
thy. He that is Afflicted may yet be an Object of God eve 
eareſt Love; whom I love I rebuke and chaſten; but it is a Sigfhurch 
*pf Gods greateſt Anger and Diſpleaſure, when a Man is giveſce 2 C 
Zap to his own hearts Luſt ; when he goes on in a courſe of 5þ-hc;; 
Without any check or control. vn go 
4% Tthly. If Affliction be ſanctified to us, it may have much goq i,. 
A it; it may help to purge 1 Sin, to increaſe and exercify Act 
Frace to Wean us from the World, and fill us with longitſove t. 
Deſires after Heaven; but Sin has no good at all in it, notþd be 
od of Entity, nor « good of Cauſality; not a good of Eur 
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url for it has no poſitive Being, but lies in a privation of that recti- 
> tude which ought to be in the Creature; nor a good of caufali- 
wel ty, for though God may occaſionly draw good out of Sin com- 
or mitted, yet that doth not at all alter the nature of it, or lefſen 
ereſ the venomous malignity that is in it. | SM 

8:hly. Affliction ſeems to be nothing, if it be not felt, and too 
butÞmuch laid to heart; 'tis the Speech of Seneca, Levis eff dolor 
terfficus opinio nihil adjecerit: That Grief may eaſily be born, to 
Nod which a Mans own Opinion ſhall make no Addition: But the 
1 offfevil of Sin is then worſt, when we feel it leaſt; that Man is in 
| top moſt wretched Condition, who ſhall go up and down merry 
nd light-hearted, though he goes under Mountains of Brim- 

| nfſtone Abominations. TT 
thi orhly. Affliction has no evil it but what Sin has put into it; 
blyShe Cauſe is worſe than the Effect; quod efficit tale, magis eſt tale; 
Evilfhat which communicates a quality to another thing, muſt needs 
eaughave the ſame quality more eminently dwelling in it ſelf. 
ata rothly. Affliction may make Death welcome to us; but Sin 
Godhakes it dreadful. How ſad is it, when a Man ſhall be ſo ſick 
 oWIFhat he cannot live, and yet ſo finful that he dares not die! 
1 thfVhen Death comes upon an ungodly Man, one that'lieth un- 
is ther the guilt of Sin, it comes like a Fiery hiſſing Serpent, car- 
LartWying the Sting of Divine Vengeance in its mouth. 3 
eſled] Thus I pals to the latter clauſe of the Text, from whence 
{fake} ſhall obſerve, that Eternal Life is the Free Gift of God, 
wheſad not to be merited by our good Works. Many Texts of 
h profcriprure will ſtep in to give witneſs to this Truth; Revel. 22. 
Manſy. Whofoever will let him take the Waters of Life freely : Who- 
„ ane ver has but a Bucket of Faith to let down, may draw Water 
om the Wells of Salvation to ſatisfie his thirſty Soul, and live 
| Goqrr ever. Rev. 2. 10. They are the words of Chriſt to the 
a Signurch of Smyrna, Be thou faithful to the Death, and I will give, 
givefec 2 Crown of Life, Luke 12. 34. Fear not little Flock, tis your 
of Shers Pleaſure to give you a Kingdom. That we cannot by our 
n good Works merit this, I prove, | 

god it. Becauſe none can make God his Debtor, or perform 
xercily Action that mav be meritorious in his ſight. He is infinitely 
pngilfove the Injury of our Sins, or the Benefit of our Services; 
notÞd beſtows many pretious Favours upon his People, which 
ntit coin 


fe 
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come flowing in to their Boſome, ex gratioſo pecto donantit, "ni 
meritorio facto operantis, from the great liberality of the giv 
not any meritorious deed in the receiver. All Gods Gifts ar 

1 Ims: We mult not come as bold Creditors, but as humbl 
Beggars, that we may be in a capacity to receive. If when ey 


dill 
VE 

p 
wil 
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do it; then when we do perform it, we are ſo far from de 
A. tkerving any thing at the hand of Divine Juſtice, that rather v 
run farther upon the Score of Grace and Mercy, 

1} 34ly. There is much Sin and Corruption cleaving to o 
1. . there is Water mingled with our Wi 
Weeds with our Flowers, Droſs with all our Gold; how e 
ve expect to expiate the Guilt of former Sins, and deſer 
Eternal Life, by thoſe Works, which fall ſnort of our pri; 
tent Duty. Auſtiz obſerves, that they which are Saved, 
yy Scripture, are not called, Vaſa meritorum, but Vaſa miſeritq ee 
by ie,; not Veſſels of Merit, but Veſſels of Mercy: And wh oY 
be Bellarmine had diſputed voluminouſly againſt the Proteſta i 5 
> Divines, for aſſerting Juſtification by Faith, at laſt the convi 3 
ing Evidence of Light did fo flaſh in his Face, that he uff v 
forced to conclude ; Proprer juſtitiæ noſtræ incertitudinem, & u the 
| 1 nis gloriæ periculum, tut iſſimum eſt Chriſti meritis & benignit], PPir 
#? Dei, fiduciam totam coloc are. 
F 


rm 


4thly. I argue from the great diſproportion between 
Infinite Reward, and our finite Services. If it were poſſible 
a Man to live a Thouſand Years in perfect Obedience to 
law of God, not tranigreſſing in the leaſt particular, all t 
Obedience would not deſerve one hours Poſſeſſion of He 
a venly Glory. I will ſhut up all with one Uſe of Exhc 
tation; If Eternal Life be a free Gift, let all be ſtirred 
to ſeek after it; and for their better Encouragement, t 
J may be aſſured of better Succeſs, than in ſtriving for 
#1 ou:ward Eſtate; for there are many that riſe early, go 
Bed late, and eat the Bread of carefylneſs, and do w 
they can in the Duties of their 1 Callings, yet ne! 
F riſe above the Dunghill; a plentiful Eſtate is quite out 
y} their Reach; but never any did ſeek the Kingdom of G. 
aud che Righreoutuels thereof, in ſuch a manner, and in 


dilig 
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ingent uſe of ſuch means as God has appointed, that did 
"er miſs of their hope, but had their deſire ſanctified. "=o 
vel 24ly. While you ſeek after Eternal Life, the Spirit of Grace 
uin ep in, and bear a part of your Burden the Free Spirit 
nt God will carr you forth upon the Wings of Delight, filling 
eV. our Hearts with Joy, and inlarging them with Love; ſo 
. hat ſuch Duties will be your Priviledge which before were 
urden. 

| Gt — While you ſeek aſter Eternal Life, ſincerity will be 
T Mour greateſt Perfection: What you put forth your utmoſt 
ndeavours to do, God will look upon itas actually performed. 
> "Friends, God doth not require, that in order to your Salvation, 
V i. ſhould lye many Years in Purgatory, there to indure un- 
V Beakable Torments; nor doth he require, that you ſhould 
ſer pnquer Kingdoms, or remove Mountains, or do any thing 
r pie that is abſolutely impoſſible for your weak Nature to mr 
ed, Irm; but only he requires a thankful acceptation of his 
erWFee Gift. 

Wit athly. While you ſeek the Kingdom of God, all your Work 
teſtafi be to fulfil the Royal Law of Love; to love the Lord 
ondipur God with all your Soul, and your Neighbour as your 
he Wit. What can be more Sweet and Delightful, more agreeable 
Cf the Nature of Man? As Love from God is the top of all our 
TALL * ppineſs, ſo Love to him is the Sum of all our Duty. 
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